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Memon of Pann, : 
| _ Relating wk. | 
Secret Article, | 


'Condluded and ratify'd by the Treaty | 
of Seville, concerning Gibraltar 


and the Iſland of Minorca.” + | 
With the Pamphlet entitled, The 5 l 
CASE of DUNKIRK - 
 Faithfully STATED | 5 | 

| 


bers gerger Cones” D, 
To whey annexed, A 
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And the Author of the admired Letter ſigned | 
_ Cleomenes i in the Daily Courant, — 2 
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here the allen and moſt authentick 


Account poſſible of the Tranſacions 
* the Court of Spain, for their obtaining G. 
braltar and the Ifland of 'Minorca. It is re? 
ported, and by ſeveral very creditable Friends 
of ours, that the Article fign'd there by the 
Marquis de Ja Paz, the Count de Patinbo, and 
our Plenipotentiaries then reſiding there, and 
was properly calbd The Secret Article, contain d 
a Reſtitution of thoſe two Places 4 in ſix Years 
from the Date thereof, but indeed not altoge ' 
ther without the Conſent of our Parliament; 
fror it alfo 8 that his Majeſty ſhould 4 
e three 8 gain the Conte of the ® 4 7 
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Parliament to it; and that upon te agree- 
ing to the ſame, the King of Spain promiſés to 
make Satisfaction far the Damages our. Me 

chats has ſuſtai nd in the late Rupture ; but 

that we ſhall make them Satisfaction for all 
the Damage — have receiv'd from the Year 


18. 
155 4. 


This, as I am well inform'd, is the true and 
|, literal 'Subftance of: an Article worthy the 
= ntion and Conſideration of every diſi 2 

feſfed B7iton, who has any Regard for the 
putation, the Intereſt, the Welfare and ſe 
neſs of his native Country; an Article, not 
altogether ſerviceable to the common and uni- 


1 ary. of the Britiſß Nation, whoſe” Sur- 
i CY Adven at ppear*d Fnbfemih d in 
die fix” d Regiſters of * Ages, the Darling 
of the Stars, and Heaven's peculiar Care; but 
now, tiro? the prudent Management and un- 

5 wearied Diligence of ſome particular People, 
e Tennis- Ball of Fate, che Sport and 

of every petty, luxurious and effemi- 

9 . Wig, riumph over our Infirmi- 
diet, and trample; upon aur Credit and Repu- 
ko ion; but e axiſes the Source of 
i theſe, D Defects, and our preſent Diſtreſs, 
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1 : Mina hers of State are but 1 — WIE Grands | 
21 w the. Bod Polit ick or Corporate of the whole 
Community, and as ſuch are anſwerable by the 
Las of Nations for any Damage that is ful 
_ talu'd. If a Steward to a noble Family thro' 


- Avarice, Corruption or Bribery, or any wilfal 


e Tu B or e the yearly 
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Rents and Profits of his Maſter's Eſtate, he may 
be caſhierd-and oblig'd to make good the Da- 
mage ſuſtain' d, either by. Impriſonment, or a 
Forfeiture of his real and perſonal Eſtate, his 
Goods and Chattels; from hence I draw this 
Parallel; If Miniſters of State ſhall knowing - 
Iy or willingly diſmember any Part of the 
Lands, Hereditaments, Poſſeſſions, or Acquiſi- 
tions of the Community; or thro? any private 
or ſiniſter. Views ſhall conſent to the Diminu- 
tion of any Part thereof, he may juſtly be 
term'd a Felo. de Patria, and as ſuch ought to 
ſuffer the Pains and Penalties which the Laws 
of Nations have preſcrib'd to puniſh ſuch De- 
linquents in Terrorem to ſucceeding Ages, to 
prevent the fatal Effects of ſuch injurious and 
clandeſtine Practices for the future.. 
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Ihe Treaty of Seville has been {ſufficiently 
canvalsd in the Houſe of Peers: It was moy*d . 
td ͤreſolve, that the Right of Sovereignty, 
Dominion, &c. to Gibraltar and the Iſland of | 
Minorca, were not effectually ſecur d or aſcer- 
tain'd by that Treaty, ſo as to extinguiſh the 
Claims and Pretenſions of the Spaniards, who 
ſince the firſt Ceſſion at the Treaty of Utrecht 
have with unwearied Diligence and Applica» 
tion, endeavour'd to recover thoſe two valuable 
Places out of our Hands, and are ſo intent to 
pick thoſe Thorns out of their Sides, that they 


would if poſſible reunite them at the extraor- 


dinary Expence of an Ocean of Blood and 
Treaſure ; but this Motion was over-ruPd by 
a great Majority; ſome were of Opinion, that 
there was an artful Omiſſion throughout the 
whole Treaty of any plain and expreſs = : 
re: i | lane 
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norcaʒ not that they ſuppos d that the ape 
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lation to aſcertain and ſecure to us our Righ 
and Intereſt to Gibraltar and the Iſland of 


15 


tentiaries of Great Britain betra «$5 the Truft 
and Confidence that was repoſed in them by 


| the Legiſlative Power; but that the might 


be over-reach'd by the Craft and Subtilty of 
the ſuperior e pans of wy Spaniſh 1 Mini ers 


This I confeſs was a frvourable Conſttudion 
by which I apprehend” that the Secret Article 

pet remain'd in ſore Meafure obſcure and 
un 


iſcover'd ; for it is very certain that both 
Houſes addreſs'd his Majeſty to maintain his 
undonbted Right and Title to thoſe two = 
ces z which Addreſſes were graciouſly receiv'd 
and favourably. anſwerd, * Heneer it ſeems, 
that the Gongealie of the People were un- 


willing to part with them, ſince the Poſſeſſion 


was he only: Recompence allow'd us at the 
Treaty of Utrecht, for all the Blood and Trea- 
ſure that was expended i in Ut 1 2 5 _ 
ove and e * 5 ao a 
1 The Situation of Gibraltar 1 of Infinite 
Advantage to us; It ſecures us our Trade, and 
our Navigation to the. Mediterranean two or 
three Ships ſtationed in that Port, keep in. 
Awe the Corfairs'of Barbary and force them to . 
ſeek Conceſhons, that neit er their Nature, or 
Religion would: willingly allow us; ſo chat 


8 it may be calbd an Aſylum . Britonnicum, TM 
5 1 * Britain. N | 


1 


x 


 Sherefore: 20 is evident, a as the: Intereſt 


55 * the Nation, and the Prince is Reciprocal; 


that NY oy e Station, or Di i 
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diſtinguiſh'd, that ſhall on any Pretence what: 
ſoever make any Conceſſion, to the Prejudice _ _ 
of his Native Country; can be termed no 
other than a Traytor to his Prince, and the © 
whole Community. „„ 
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timents, and not only; e but the Senti-- 
ments of the Major Fart of the Nation. 1 
have no more to add, but that Il am 
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VTi of fo great Inportance to this Nation 
that Dunkirk fbonld continue in that demo- 
_ liſhed, ruined Condition, to which it was re- 
duced in Conſequence of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
that we cannot be ſurprix'd at the great Uneaſi- 
ne les and Complaints, * the Publick became 
acquainted with the Progreſs the French have 
been ſuffer'd to make towards reſtoring that Port 
aud Harbour. 5 
e Conſideration of this Affair bath been 
brought into Parliament; where, tho it has not 
met with Cenſure, it has not met with Approba- 
tion. The Viſdom of the Commons. did not think 
Ft, in a Conun@ure, repreſented to be ſo critt- 
cal, to ſpeak in Form on what has paſſed. They 
contented themſelves, for the 2 with thank 
ing bis Majeſty for the Inſtances he made to 
France. The Iſſue of theſe Important Affairs 
1s fill depending, and may probably occaſion a 
farther Enquiry. Pr | 
In the mean Time, it muſt be of Service to in- 
form the Publick, more particularly than bas 
been yet done, of the whole Tran ſactions bitberto 
relating to it. My Intention therefore is, a- 
greeably to the Tith per fixed to theſe Papers, to 
theſe Papers, to ſlate, as exatly as I am able, 
the Sum of what has paſſed in Diſputes about the 
Demolition of Denkirk, from the Treaty of 
„„ on ws B „„ , Une 
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Utrecht to the laſt Se ſion of Parliament; and to 
make f. uch Obſervations on the Conduct of Great - 
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Britain and of Fance, as {ſeem to my beſt Fudg- 


ment obviouſly and undeniably to reſult from the 


Series of Facts. | 
Ido not fit down ta write with a Leſigu to flat- 
ter or to aſperſe any Perſon whatſover. But I 
Hall follow the Matter before me, and accord ing 
as I am led by it, I Hall commend or blame 
with all that Freedom, which-the Subjects of this 


Kingdom are ftill in Poſſeſiou of, and which II 


bope we all never reſign, as long as there re- 
mains à Tongue to ſpeak, and an Hand to Add in 
Great-Britain. _ RT, | 


* 


He who attacks a Miniſter, or any. other Man, 


_ without ſufficient  Foundatiou, is certainly guilty 
of a very. great Crime. But he, who attacks with 


Fact and Reaſon on bis Side, is fo far an honeſt 
Man and a good Subject. His Writings are no 
Libles, That odious Ierm belongs to thoſe,cwhich 

are publiſhed againſt him. e Wn 
bo TI am that undertake this Task may, per - 


Das, be the Object of ſome People's Curioſity. 

But 8 that is a Matter of no Importance to xa 
Merits of the Caſe. Let them examine the Fact: 
I advance, and weigh the Argumgnts I employ, 
and the Obſervations I make. I the firſt are 


not founded in Truth, and the others in Rea- 
ſon, let them triumph in my Defeat, whoever I 
am. But if the firſt. will bear the Touchſtone, 


aud if the other preponderate in the Scale, let 


them not ſubmit to me, but let them ſubmit to 
Truth and Reaſon, by whomſoever preſented to 
77777 ᷣ V ( 
I do not apprehend, that any of our political 
Writers will be in the Caſe of triumphing on 


ibis Occaſion; and I am very ſure that many of 


them 


* ae, » 
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Se PREFACE It 
them will not . ſubmit even in the other Caſe. 
When Argument fails, they have Recour ſe to their 
uſual Topicks of Ribaldry and Adulation. F 
ſhall very probably be a ſquat, fair Gentleman 
in one Paper; a petit Maitre of Fifty in ano- 
ther; and Somebody elſe in a Third; for each 
of thoſe Authors ſuppeſes the Man he mrites 
againſt to be the Perſon be has the moſt Mind 
to rail at, or 1s beſt paid for railing. at. Our 
Miniſters will he Heroes in all; the profoundeſt 
Stateſmen; the moſt diſintereſted Patriots; 
and our flonriſhins Condition at Home, as welt 
as the noble Figure we make Abroad, will be 
the Subject of much. Declamation. . © © ©. 
Now allthis will do little Hurt and little Good, 
either to the Per fons ſcratched, or to the Perſons. 
tickled : But it would do a great deal of Hurt to 
the Publick, if it ſhould divert, in any Degree, 

that national Spirit, with which the Caſe of Dun- 
kirk onght to be conſidered. | te 
Among all the Artifices which are employ'd to 
keep Mankind from ſeeing and embracing the 
Truth, no one is more groſs; and there is but 
one more prevalent, than that of turning their 
Eyes from Things to "Perſons, If a falſe Heart, 
a foul Tongue,” and a Front of Braſs can create 
Prejudices againſt the moſt innocent Man alive, 
the bare Suſpicion that ſuch a Man is of an 
Opinion, ſhall be urged as an Argument againſt 
it, and on that ſolid Foundation it ſhall be eſfta- 

blifhed that Two and Three are not equal to Five. 
But this is not all; for as Prejudices are applied 
to this Purpoſe, / o are Partialities. In Caſes, 
where. private Honour and publick Fuſtice are 
eth congerned, the Conſequence of burting, « Man, 
in whoſe Favour we have been made to entertain 
an habitual, though groundleſs Partiality, is 
| 5 1 ſometimes 
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ſometimes. preſid as a Reaſon ſor complying 
with neither. Theſe Miſchiefs, like many others, 
are chiefly to. be found where Parties have long 
prevaile 7 and it often happens that they continue 


to have ſome Effect, even when the Parties ſub{ift- 
10 longer, aud among thoſe, who have all the ſame. 
Vews, becauſe. they have all the ſame Intereſts. 
. Whether any Attempts like theſe: have been 
Tately made to influence particular Men in the 
Caſe of Dunkirk, I hall not determine. But 
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FTFHETHER the Demolition of 


ſecure exactly Seven Ninths of 
the Trade of England from the 
Power of France at Sea, as it has 


been aſſerted, I ſhall not trouble myſelf to cal- 


culate, neither ſhall T examine nicely how far 
this Port may be juitly:deem'd our Rival in 


Time of Peace, by ſupporting ſome conſiderable 


n oy ; 


Branches of the French Manufactures, and by 


carrying on a Trade to the We/t-Indies, which 
has been inſiſted upon likewiſe. In general, 


it will not be denied, that the French have an- 
noy'd our Trade, and promoted their own ex- 
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* Vide Sir Richard Steeles Vriings about 
Punkark in the late Queens Reign, 
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tremely : 


- . Dunkirk does, in a great Meaſure _ - / 


ne jeg 
tremely, by the convenient Situation and o- 
ther Advantages of the Port of Duni. 
Io make therefore a true Judgment in the 
preſent Caſe, it is ſufficient to lay a Founda- 
tion, which few Men will attempt to contro- 
vert, and which no Man can controvert, with- 
ont expoſing himſelf to Ridicule, or to ſome- 
thing worſe than Ridicule, to the Abhorrence 
of every honeſt Heart. 5 | 
The Foundation I mean to lay is contain'd 
in theſe Propoſitions. — . 
Firft, The declared Senſe of the Britih Na- 
tion, at the Time of making the laſt Treaty of 
Peace with France, was, that Dunkirk ſhould be 
no more either a fortified City, a fortified: Port, 
or even an unforti ed Harbour, 1 


. Secondly, France conſented to the Demolition 
of Dunkirk in this Senſe, and engag'd never 
to reſtore 1t again in any one of theſe Reſpects. 
Theſe Propoſitions are fully proved by the 
vth Article of the Treaty of Utyecht: By which 
Exeat- Britain required, and France confented, 
that all the Fortifications of the City of Dun- 
kirk Hould be razed; Thoſe towafds the Sea in 
two) Months, Thoſe towards the Land in three 
Months. Thus far the Article ſtipulates the 
Demolition of Dunkirk as à fortified City, and 
as a fortified Port, and if no more had been in- 
.. tended, no more would have been ſaid ; but 
the Article ſays a great deal more; it ſays, 
expreſly, that the Harbour ſhall be filled up, and 
that the Auices or Moles, which. ſerve to clean the 
Harbour: ſhall be levelled. The naked Harbour 
" itſelf was therefore to be deſtroy'd as well as 
the Fortifications towards the Land and towards 
the Sea. After all theſe Stipulations follows 
this expreſs Congition, Thgt the ſaid Fortifica» 
r 5 * tions 
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tions, Harbours, Moles, or Sluices be never re- 


pair d again. So that France has never had, | 


ſince the Treaty of Utrecht, nor can have, 
while that Treaty ſubſiſts, any more Right to 
open, or by Reparations to help to open the 
Harbour of Dunkirk, than ſhe has to re-build 
the Fortifications of that City, and to render 


it in every Reſpect what it was before the De- 


The late Queen Anne was ſo ſollicitous to 
have this principal Part of the Article, for 


ſuch it was then efteem'd, effectually perform d, 


that when ſhe ſent her Commiſſioners to Dun- 
kirk to fee the Demolition of that Place execu- 


ted, ſhe gave them the moſt particular Inſtruc- 
tions imaginable on this Head. They were 


* 


not only to ſee the Moles, and Fettees, and 


Keys, and Sluices demoliſhed, but they were to 


| ſee the Stones belonging to them, even the 


Stones of the Keys for ſhipping and unſbipping 


Goods, thrown into the Canal or Harbour, the 


more ejfectually to Jpol the ſame, and render it 
:mpradicable for the future. They were to ſee 


the Channel of each Sluice filld up with Earth. 


from the next Rampart, till it was made level with. - 


the Streets. Nay, they were to ſee the Read, 


which lies before the Entrance of the Har- 
bour, ſpoiFd as much as poſſible ;, and the Reaſon 
for this particular Inſtruction is there given, 


to prevent as much as poſſible any Ships coming in 
for the future. | 


The late King of France had tried, by his 
Miniſters at Utrecht, and even by a direct and 
ſtrong Application from himſelf to the late 


Queen, while the Treaty was in Negotiation, 


to have the Rigour of the Ninth Article in. 
ſome Degree ſoften'd. He did not deſire that 


— 


: VVV 
any thing, which had been erected to fortify 
the Town, or make and preſerve the Harbour, 
mould be ſpared, but hoped and preſſed, that 
the Juen would allow one Sluice to be left, 
which had been erected, as it was then pretend- 
ed, by the People of the Country, before he 
fortified the Place, to carry off the Waters, 
and fave the lo- Lands from Innundations. 
Even this Application prov'd froitleſs. The 
Article was infiſted upon, and was accordingly 


ry 


paſſed without any Exception. 


Not diſcouraged by this, the Inhabitants f 
Dunkirł ſent over a Deputy, who was warmly 
fupported by the Ambaſſador of France. Se- 
veral freſh Inſtances were made, and all Fndea- 
_ vours were uſed to move the Queen's Com paſ- 
ſion, by defirmeg, as a Grace, what they pre- 
_ tended no Right to by Treaty, that the Sluice 
of Furnes at l-aj? might be preſerved, to carry 
the Water off from the Country, | and to pre- 
ſerve the Town from Filth, Stench, and the 
Conſequence thereof, Infection. 
But the Queen, who was reſylved that Dun- 
kirk ſhould have neither a fortified Port, nor 
even a naked Harbour, knew by the Reports of 
her Commiſhoners. that Mr. Aymſtrong, one of 
their Number, abſolutely denied the Neceſſity 
of preſerving thoſe Sluices, in order to dif- 
charge the Waters of the Cauntry. She was 
informed likewiſe, by the Report of the fame 
Commiſlioners, that if any of the Slutces remain- 
el it would be impoſible to prevent the Harbour 
| from being. kept open; whereas, if they were all. 
deftroyd, a [mall Space of "Time would effeFually. 
flap the Harb. She” continned therefore 
 16flexible, - and befides ſeveral other Anſwers - 
to the fame Effect, given to the French Am- 
8 of Pr On? baſſador, 


baſſador, and to the Deputy of Dunkirk, upon 
theſe Occaſions, a Secretary of State was or- 
der d, upon one of them, to write to the Bri- 


ti Miniſter at Paris, to acquaint that Court, 
that the Queen will inſiſt, that by the Treaty, all 


things are to be deſtroy d, quæ eluendo portui in- 
feretunt, Menph frve to cleanſe the Habour. —— 
That no Diftin#ton is therein made of what con- 


/ 


tributes accidentally, and what directly to this 


Purpoſe. —— That tbe French Minifters had in- 
ſifted at Utrecht to have ſuch an Exception inſert- 
ed in the Treaty; that it was poſitively refuſed, 
and that they ſubmitted — That under a charita- 
ble Pretence of gout ng the Country, the French 
would ſave: the Harbour — In ſhort, that he muſt 
let Monfieur de Torcy feel, and by him the King, 


that the Queen ſees plainly the Correſpondence 


between his Officers and the People of t Town, 


who. are unwilling to loſe their Harbour. 
I might deſcend into more Particulars ; but 


theſe are, I think, ſufficient to eſtabliſh the 
two Propoſitions advanced above. The Inten- 


tion of the late Queen, and of thoſe who ne- 


gotiated, by her Orders, the Treaty of Utrecht, 
was to deſtroy Dunkirk for ever, not only as a 

. Fortreſs, but as a Seaport. To this the Freneb. ' 
ſubmitted, tho with much Reluctancy; and. 
in this at leaſt the Miniſters at that Time were 
feconded by the Voice of the whole Nation. 


Even Thoſe, who oppoſed that Adminiſtration, 
were aſhamed of ſome weak Attempts made to 
depreciate this important Article of the Utrecht. 
Treaty. They ſoon took the other Part. 'They 


ſounded high the Conſequence of it, and the 
Neceſſity of executing it with the utmoſt Ri- 
gour. vey were ſo far from thinking the De- 


molition of the Fortifications tu the Land and 


” 
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to the Sea ſufficient, that the Mole and Harbo 
were call'd by them, and I think rightly, Th 
Terror af the Britiſh Nation. In a Word, they 
aſſerted boldly, that nothing leſs than the total 
Deſtruction of the Harbour, as well as the De- 
miolition of the Fortifications, could anſwer the 
Expectations of the Britiſi Nation. * 
Such was the Iſſue of the firſt Diſputes about 
Dunkirk, a little before the Death of the late 
Queen. The French were obliged to proceed 
*toa total Deſtruction of it, after having in vain 
employ'd a Multitude of Artifices, and a Mul- 
titude of Pretences, to avoid the ſtrict and full 
Execution of the Treaty of Utrecht in this Point. 
They turn'd themſelves therefore to another 
Method, and began to co and widen the 
Canal of Mardyke. The Pretences of doing it 
were ihe ſame as had been urged in order to 
ve the Port of Dunkirk, under Colour of ſa- 
ving the Country from Inundations. But the 
plam Deſign of this Work was to open a new 
"Harbour at Dunkirk, and a new Communica- 
%%% GY, 
Ass the Work proceded, this Deſign became 
every Day more evident, by the Breadth and 
Depth which were given to the Canal of Mar- 
dyke, and by the enormous Size of the new 
Sluice, larger than that at Dunkirk, and vaſtly 
beyond any Proportion that could be pretended + 
neceſſary for carrying off the Waters, or even 
for receiving Fither-Veſlels, and other ſmall 


. 


Craft. 3 3 5 7 3 
As the Deſign became more evident, the 
Repreſentations againſt it became more fre- 
quent and ftrong. But the French drew the 
Affair into length, by the common Arts of 
V 
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hei Fnterprize with all the Vigour and Diſo 
patch imaginable ; till the late King, reſol- 
ving not to ſuffer ſo. manifeſt a Violation of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, ſent the Earl of Stair to 
the Court of France, ſoon after his Acceſſion 
to the Crown. 
The Miniſter 1 1 15 on the Principle 
eſtabliſhed at firſt, and hitherto not departed 
from. The true Senſe of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
lays he, in one of his Memorials, and the In- 
tention of Great Britain is, That Dunkirk fall 
never. have. a Port again. From whence he ar- 
gues, that fince the Port of Mardyke is in its, 
uſe a Port tothe City of Dunkirk, as much as 
the old one was, the King of Great Britain 
would have liked as well to have had this ſub- 
ſiſt, and only the Name of it changed, as to 
ſee another Port, larger and more convenient, 
opened at a League to the Weſt ward. 
The Anſwers which the Court of France 
made to all theſe Reparations, were very far 
from giving Satisfaction; but the Firmneſs 
which rhe Earl of Stair ſhewed, and perhaps 
the declining State of Lewis XIVth, prevail d 
on the French Councils to ſtyp the carrying on 
5 theſe Works, probably wit! E fame Views 
as they have acted fince, to quiet the preſent 
Clamour, and to begin again upon the firſt 
Oecaſion. 3285 
Such was the Iſſue of the ſecond Diſputes® 
about Dunkirk,, when the late King of France” 
died, The French never departed from theic 
Pretenſions, groundleſs as they were, ner 
ruin'd the Works they had made at Mardybe, 
1 e one e and 0 en thy 
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The late King therefore, inſtead of dropping 


keep Meaſures with France. 


the Affair, continued to puſh it, and to ſhew 
that he was determined, at any rate, to have 
ut ſort of Satisfaction than he had yet re- 
ceive E ; ; p 8 is # a 3 + : | | : | 5 ; : | ' 1 
This Satisfaction he obtained ſoon after, by 


a Proviſſonal Agreement made with the Miniſter 


of France at Hampton Court, in the Month of 
September 1716, and inſerted in the. Triple 


©. | Defenſive Alliance concluded at the Hague be- 
_ * tween Great Britain, France, and the States 


- 


The Duke of. Orleans was now Regent of 
France. His political Intereſts led him to de- 
fire the Friendſhip of the late King, This 
Diſpoſition was cultivated and improved on 


our Parts, and the Union between the two 


Courts grew to be extremely intimate. But 


as Great Britain and France a&ed in concert 


If we uſed their Help, we lent them ours, 


The Dependence - was at leaſt mutual, and. 
when our ſeparate Intereſts came into Compe- 


tition with theirs, far from fearing to aſſert 


our Right, leſt we ſhould diſoblice our Friends, 


we treated with them like an independent Na- 
tion, who knew that it is, or may be always 
made the Intereſt of France to keep Meaſures 


with Great Britain, as much as it can become 
at any time the Intereſt of Great Britain to 


* 
c 
a 


This appeared very remarkably on the oc: 


; caſion we were mentioning. The Regent was 


not, I ſuppoſe more ſcrupulous than the late 
King of France, nor leſs deſirous of regaining 


any 3 which had been loſt, or given 


vp; and yet 


0 


was forced to yield to all that 


by 3 
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Ve inſiſted upon, for the effectual Execution of 


the Ninth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht. 
His late Majeſty did indecd: at this Time. 
conſent, that the Canal opened at Mardyke, 
mould fubſi ſt, for carrying off the Waters, —_ 
for the little Commerce neceſlary to ſupply 


that part of the Country with Proviſions, This 


was a Conceſſion which had not been made be- 


fore, and which 4 77 Fen had not ſtrictly any 


Right to expe rely it was wile to 
make it in the Rent and on the Conditions 
on which it was made. 


As long as a King of Na had the plauſible | 


Pretence of ſaving his Subjects from drowning, 
or ſtarving to $6. his Deſigns, it was obvi- 


ous enough, by all that had paſſed, that the De- 


ſign of 7 LE, Dunkirk, under this Pretence 
We never be laid aſide. The late King 
therefore, in order to defeat the Deſign once 


9 Zang reſolved to take the Pretence entirely 


1 wean Article of the 1255 te Alliance, the 
eat new Sluicemade at Mardyke, and all the 
ettees erected along the Strand, are to be de- 
Rroy'd, and not to be made uſe of for any Part, 
 Haven.or Sluice at Dunkirk, or at Mardy ke, or 
any at her Place within tra Leagues Diſtance of 
either. of theſe , the Intention of the contracting 
Faber: and the End which they propoſe to them-, 
Wn this Treaty, being that -uo Port, Har- 
Portif cation, Sluice, or Ba ſon, ſhall be made. 
or built at Dunk, at the * 957 Mardy ke, 
or at any other P Wy whatſoever upon the. Coaſt, 
within the Di ande fore. . > 
By the * Article it was ſtipulated Uke 
wiſe 7 that the Dignes or Fettees, on both Sides of. - 
We ap. 1 of ir Port of e ſhould be 
| a 
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Which might be nece 
Deſtruction of the Harbour, 


or. even an unforti ſed e 
But to the great Detriment and Misfortune 
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entirely demoliſhed down to the Strand, and 
that ſome other 1 ſhonld be further done, 
ary to the more compleat 


This being conſented toon the Part of France; 


gis Majeſty conſented that the Sluice on 


the Canal of Maxdyke ſhould remain, provided 


the breadth of it was reduced to ſixteen Foot. 


All theſe Stipulations were made with the 
greateſt Clearneſs poſſible; and the moſt exact 
cifications of every thing neceſſary to 
render them effectual, are contained in the 
n 
Such was the Iſſue of the Diſputes about 
Dunkirk, in the Time of the late King; and 
furely there was Reaſon to hope, after 
the Settlement then made, that we ſhould hear 
of them no more, The French were gratified 


in two Points, for which alone they contend- 
ed, at leaſt avowedly; and Dunkirk was reduced 
to be no more a. fortified Town, a fortiſſed Fort, | 


1. ; 
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of our Nation, fo it is, that we have greater 
Reaſon than ever to renew theſe Diſputes, What 
the French were not ſuffer d to attempt by that 


 Adminifiration, they have been lately ſufferd 


to do. Inſtead of not exectting one Treaty 


| fully, they have publickly violated Tye. They 


actually enjoy the Benefit of the Canal of 


Mardyke, which was indulged to them, that 


there might remain no Coldur for ever open- 


ing that of Dinkirk; and in the midſt of this 


repaired that of Dunkirk, and contrived their 


Work fo, that whenever they think proper 


L fo finiſh it, Dunkirk will be at once a better 


2 


Harbour 


- 


HFarbour than it was, when it flood the Glory 
of France, and the Terror of Pritain, 
I proceed to the particular Facts, which 
ſupport theſe general Allegations, : 
Col. Laſſells, one of the Commiſſaries ap- 
pointed to ſee the Fourth Article of the Treaty 
of 1717 fully and effectually executed, con- 
tinued at Dunkirk till the Lear 1725, that 
memorable Ara, when the Treaty of Hanover 
was made, and from whence ſo many Things, 
which will not be eaſily or ſoon forgot, are 
to be dated. How this Officer came to be 
recalled, juſt in that critical Point of Time, 
has not been explained. Perhaps we may be- 
gin to gueſs at the Reaſons, when we have 
gone a little farther in the preſent Enquiry. 
It is agreed on all Hands, that whilſt he 
continued at Dunkirk, the old Port and Har- 
bour remaining unpracticable, as by Treaty 
they are to remain; and that the little ped- _ 
dling Trade which the French had there, 
Was carried on by very ſmall Veſlels, and 
through the Canal of Mardyke alone. | 
About two Years after he had been recall'd, 
Rumours began to ſpread, that the Port of- 
Dunkirk was opened again. Theſe Rumours 
were confirmed by ſeveral Perſons who had 
paſs'd that Way; and our Miniſters, even 
without receiving any Intelligence from A- 
broad, could not be ignorant of the Truth of 
the Fact, ſince it appeared by the Entries at 
the Cuſtom- houſe, that Ships were continually 
going and coming from the Port of Dunkirk. - 

A4 s the Works forrepairing this Port advanc- 
ed, the Trade of the Place, and the Noiſe about 
it encreaſed. Nay theſe Works were carried for- 
ward in ſo publick a Manner at-laft, that it 


ä 
became impoſſible any longer to forbear con- 
_ cluding, either that our Minifters had not been 

Able to prevail on thoſe of France, to ſtop this 
Violation of the Treaty, or elſe that they con- 

i eo ee 

In this State of Things, and under ſuch Ap- 

1 as theſe, e of the 

Honſe of Commons reſolved to lay this Matter 

before the Commitee of tbe whole Houſe, ap- 

poined to take into Conſideration the State 
of the Nation. The Importance of it did, in 
their Opinions, deſerve the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
ceedings, and the Nature of it required, that 
no more Time ſhould be loft in ſtopping the 
Growth of an Evil, which became, by every 
'Day's Delay, FILE and harder to cure. They 
got therefore ſuch Evidence of particular Fads, 
as they judeg'd ſufficient ; and they concealed 
their Enquiries with all the Care they could, 
Teſt: the Witneſſes might be prevented, by 
Power or Artifice, from appearing ; or when 
they did appear, from ſpeaking as plainly 
and fully in publick, as they po done- in 
Private. This Precaution, which is, or ought 
always to be taken in Caſes of this Kind, was 
 Jurxely as neceſary as ever, on the Occaſion 
We ſpeak of; and the Complaints, which have 
been made of it, are indeed below Adnimad- 
hh HOT RR 

When in Conſequence of thoſe Meaſures, it 

was moved in the Committee of the whols Houſe, 

that. ſome Perſons, attending at the Door, 
ſhould be called in, to give an Account of the 

Condition of the Port and Hatbour of Dunkirk 

*X** attempted at firſt to hinder this Motion 
ie. 
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of the Committee runnin ng firongly againft im, 
this Attempt failed of Succe — 
The #itrefſes were called in; and they gave 
cle: diſtin& Accounts to the followin 4 1. 
bh "Tha hat the Port and Harbour of "Punks, 
which had been demoliſhed in purſuance of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, ſo that the ſmalleſt 
Fiſhing- Boat could not go in to them a few - 
Years ago, are now made capable of receiving 
great N umbers. of Ships of conſiderable Bur- 
then That from ſixty, to, eighty Veſſels 
are frequently. to be ſeen there at .a Time; 
and that the Port. is capable of containing 
more than one Hundred and fifty ——- That, 
in order to make it ſo, the Sluice of Furnes 
has been re-eſtabliſhed, and the Piles of the 
Damme, raiſed at the Time of the Demolition 
a0 the Entrance of the Harbour, have been 

pulled Lea, 2-4 ſeveral Works, in which the 
Soldiers as well as other Perfons were em- 


ime, for cleanſing the Harbour for hinder - 
125 Mud Fa! Sana from, coming into 42 
or repairing the Fettees ; for 

Tides ho flowing a-croſs fs —— and 

thereby keeping it choaked up; for making 

Keys where are loaded and unloaded as 
ne n as before the Demolition, and 
Fox procurin to this Port many other Conxe- 
niencies of Trade and Navigation That 
an Engliſh built Ship, which trades from Dun- 
kirk to St. Domingo, was actually in the Har- 
bour lying at the Keys, beſides 1 Datch . 
and other Ships, which trade to the - 
n Sh ips. of TREE had been _ 
unch'd there lately, and one partic | 
ly; ap ä laſt, 3 ſailed tw — 
; ar | 
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* 1 have been carried on from Time ta 
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Harbour with Twenty four Gun mounted, and 
is able to carry Thirty & In a Word, that 

ome of the many Works which have been 
made for reſtoring the Harbour of Dunkirk, 

- are already put into as a Condition as 

| ever; that the Trade of the Town is by theſe 
Means very much encreaſed within theſe two 
Fears; and that the Pilots, who lie upon the 

. Coaſt, refuſe to carry Veſſels any longer into 
the Canal of Mardyke, having Orders not to 
do it. That the Canal of Mardyke is brought 
D near to the great Sluice, that by removing 
a ſmall Quantity of Earth more, the whole 

Body of Water, which is at preſent carried into 

that Canal from thoſe of Berg and the Moere, 
may by carried into the old Baſon, and into 

that Part of the Harbour, where the Men of 
War formerly Ia upon the whole Matter, 
that the Port of Dunkirk may now very ſoon, 
"and at no great further Expence, be render d 
© as good, and perhaps better than it was before 
the Deſtruction of it, in all reſpects, except as 
to the Fortifications. The Vitneſſes added, that 
theſe Works, which had been carried on, at 
- firſt, with ſome kind of Privacy, were after- 
_ wards continued without Diſguiſe; and ſince 
©Jaft Angyff with more Vigour than before; nay, 
| © that they were actually ary bor on, notwith- 
- —_"Fanding the Badneſs of the Se Ga: in Fanuary 
The Witneſſes, who proved theſe Facts, were 
Maſters of Veſſels and others, who make frequent 
Voyages to Dunkirk, and who ſpoke to nothin 
but what they had had frequent Occaſions o 
- obſerving ; ſo that their Evidence was, pon a 
very fig, to uſe no harſher a Word, Croſs- 
e ee ee eee e Cot bY. Exam 
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Examination, confirm'd in every Part, and ſup- 
ported in the ſtrongeſt Manne. 
As clear as it was, and as unqueſt ionable as 
the Truth of it appeared to be, Reaſons were 
urged why no Re olutions ſhould be, at that 
time, taken upon it. The Chief of theſe Rea- 
ſons, were, that Colonel Armſtrong had been 
lately ſent to France; that his Prefence would. 
be neceſſary in a further Examination of this 
Matter; and that a Time ought therefore to be 
allow'd, in which he might be able to return; 
that ſeveral Papers would likewiſe be call'd for, 
to ſhew what had been lately tranſa&ed, an 
what Care, the Miniſters had taken about this 
Affair; and that the getting theſe Papers ready 
for the Houſe would require Time 12 Theſe 
Reaſons were acquieſced in, tho” it was not hard 
to foreſee what might be effected by Delay. 
The Committee was adjourn'd; Papers were 
call'd for; the Committee was again put off on 
the ſame Pretences for a Fortnight; ſeveral Pa- 
Pers were brought ; and, the Day before it was 
o fit again, there were communicated to the 
Houſe, by his Majeſty's Command, Copies of 
a * Letter from the D. of N. to Mr. Pointz; of 
an Anſwer from Mr. 7 Pointz ; and of the fol- 
lowing Order obtain'd from the Court of 
r TT 
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© * The Duke's Letter to Pointz and Armſtrong 
was dated February the 12th, 1929-30. _ - 
I Pointz and Armſtrong's Letter to the Duke 


* 


vas from Paris 16-27 February, 1729-30. 
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HE Sieur — Capt. of his Majeſty's 
. Ships, is order d to repair immediately 
to the Port of Dunkirk, there to draw up an 
exact State of the preſent Condition of the 
* Canal and Port of the ſaid; Town, and to 
make his Report thereof, His Majeſty en- 
Joins the ſaid Sieur to cauſe to be demoliſhed 
all the Works that may have been erected in 
* n to the Treaty gf Utrecht and 


* of the. Hague, Copy whereof he will find 


hereunto annexed, His Majeſty commands 
and orders the Governor Commandant of the 

Place, the Intendants, Engineers, and all o- 
4 her As Officers and Subjects to give all the 
A neceſſary Afliftance in Execution of the pre- 
. = Jent Order, in Caſe of Need. Done at 


Halle the zich of February 1730. Sign'd 
> Lewis, and underneath Phelypeaux. ___ - 


Our Minifers ſeem'd to applaud themſelves 
very much on the Succeſs of their laſt Appli- 
cation to the French Court; and it was talked 

of, in a triumphant Stile, as if there remain'd 

uo Pretence for proceeding to any farther Exa- 
mination of the preſent State of Dunkirk. But 
furely this was unreaſonable on all Accounts 
ſince if there was any Merit in obtaining this 


to thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who brought this Af- 


Piece 10 Paper from France, the Merit belong'd 


air before the Houſe of Commons, and in no 
fort to the Minifters, Beſides which, even up- 
on Suppoſition that France had now given us 
full Satisfaction, and full Security that Dun- 
Hk ſhould be once more demoliſhed, accord- 
ing to the Terms of the Treaties of Utrecht 3 d 
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1 
the Hague, it was ſtill proper andcheceſſary too 
that the Committee ſhould proceed; becauſe it 
was proper and neceſſary to diſcover how it had 
come to paſs that the Harbour of Dunki7k had 
been, for fo long a time, repairing without any 
effectual Oppoſition on our Parts. No honelt 
Man, who is acquainted with the Conſtitution 
of Parliament, and who knows what the Pro- 
_ ceedings of the Houſe of Commons have been in 
the beſt times, will contradict me in this. Per- 
mit me to add, that the Facility and Expedi- 
tion, with which the French conſented, upon 
this Occaſion, to their laſt Order, adminiſter'd 
more than ordinary Cauſe to ſuſpect that they 
12 never been preſſed much ipon this Head be- 
ore, © | 5 n W — 1 
When the Houſe came again into the Com 
mitte of the State of the Nation, they had be- 
fore them, beſitles the two Letters of our Mini- 
ſters, and the Anſwer juſt procured from France, 
ſeveral of the Papers, which had been call'd 
for, and the Evidence of ſome freſh Vitneſſes 
| — 8 1 by thoſe Gentlemen, who had pro- 
.. : 
I ſay ſeveral of the Papers which had been 
cal'd for; becauſe, altho' the Papers calFd for 
by ** & were all brought in; yet of thoſe 
which had been calld for by others, ſome were 
kept back under a Pretence that they could not 
be found in the Offices; and others it was ſaid, 
would require a great deal of Time to copy. 
The Papers ald for by **** anddehver'd 
in, were generally Extracts of Letters fo that 
jf one were to ſuppoſe an Intention to conceal 
any Circumſtances from the Knowledge of the 
Houſe, this Method would give à ſufficient Op- 
porrunity, of doing it; notwithſtanding wi ms 
CPP 15 1 5 theſe 
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theſe very Papers, imperfect as they were, con- 
Frm'd and ſtrengthened all the Evidence given 
/ ¾ ¾òĩ¼ir, e fie moctart EO, 
In order to be more clear, and to ſtate the 
whole Matter as fairly as I am able, I ſhall take 
Notice, in the firſt Place, of ſuch Particulars 
as appear d in the Papers, or were proved by 
freſh Vitneſſes, in Addition to and Corrobora- 
tion of what had appeared in the preceding 
Examination, for nothing contrary to it ap- 
peared any where. In the next Place, I ſhall 
give an Account of the Conduct of our Mini- 
ers thro' all theſe Tranſactions; for the Exact- 
neſs of which I ſhall appeal to their own Pa- 


1 rs, as I ſhall appeal to the common Senſe of 


ankind for the Juſtneſs of the Obſervations 
Which I propoſe to make as I go along. 
It appeared then by theſe Papers, that in 
March 1727-8, according to our Stile, the old 
Harbour of Dunkirk was ſo well repaired, that | 
the Canal of Mardyke was no longer made uſe 
of; that the Inhabitants work'd at theſe Repa- 
rations by Moon- light; that the Trade of Dun- 
Kirk had been carried on there as formerly for 
eight Months; and that a Frigate of 40 Guns 
Was fitted in that Harbour, which is ſaid to be 
in as good a Condition as formerly, except as 
to the Condition of the Fortifications, Other 
Advices, very little poſterior to theſe, e of 
a Sluice built in 1727, on the Canal of Furnes; 
of a new Sluice preparing for the Canal of 
Berg; of Engineers who direct, and the King of 
Frances Troops who carry on theſe Works. 
As this Account from the Papers agrees with 
the Accounts given by the 1 itneſſes; io 
the Evidence of the ſecond Witneſſes agrees 
perfectly with both; for they ſaid * the 
T ng ba Aeg 
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Sluices of Furnes had been opened about Au- 
guſt 1727; that is about eight Months before the 
Month of March, 1727-8, Old Stile; that a- 
bout October, 1727, the Piles which barred the 
Harbour, had been drawn, and that there was 
Water enough in it for a Ship of 400 Tons. 
They confirmed, that Numbers of Men, moſt- 
Iy Soldiers, were employed in theſe Works. 
Mr. Armſtrong was ſent in 1728, with Mr. 
Cronſtroom to Dunkirk, and his Report is in 
nothing repugnant to the other Accounts. On 
the contrary, 1t enters minutely enough into 
the Particulars of Works then made to reſtore 
the Harbour, and of the Conſequences of theſe 
Works, which the Report agrees to be contrary 
to the expreſs Terms of the Treaty. 1 
There are among the Papers, other Advices 
of the Month of May, 1729, concerning e W 
Works carried on at Dunkirk, and Accounts 
of what was done upon theſe. Advices; but 
the Papers are from May and Faly 1719, en- 
tirely ſilent as to the whole Affair; and yet 
it appear'd plainly, by the Evidence at the Bar, 
which was not contradicted, that from Faly, 
to the time of bringing this Enquiry into the 
Houſe of Commons, the French continued to re- 
pair and mend the Port of Dunkirk with more 
Application than ever. It is 1s therefore no 
Wonder if the Vitneſſes ſpoke to ſome more 
Particulars than are to be found in the Pa- 
P 200 
z Thus * 1 e Subſtance * — 
appeared, concerning the preſent State of Dun 
Kirk, as well as — Works carried 
on by the French at that Place, ſince Mr. Laſ- 
Tells was recalled from thence. Some Circum- 
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8 „„ 
ſtances, which I may have omitted, to ayoid 
Prolixity and Confuſion, will occur more pro- 
perly in the Serond Part 3 W here I | propoſe to 
give an Account of the Conduct of our Miniſ- 
ters, thro' all theſe Tranſactions, out of their 
own Pa ES. * . e A 127 : Wy . . 
7 Firk, it appears, by their own Papers, that 
the very firſt Notice, which they took of what 
the French were doing at Dunkirk, proceeded 
from a Repreſentation made by the Perfſoxery 
of Holland, on Advices he had received from 


France, and which were dated the 26th of March 
1728, MS. Now the French had been, at this 
Time, many Months working at the Harbour 


of Dunkirk, and the Trade of that Place had 
been, during this Time, carried on as formerly. 
Did on- Mini ſters know of this, and do Dons 


againſt it till the Miniſer of the States called, 


Ain a Manner upon them? This would be Con- 
aivance in the higheſt Degree. Pid they not 
know it ſooner? They took then no Care to be 


informed of what paſſed at Dunkirk, for two 
Years together, after they had recall'd Mr. =o 
he 


ell, whoſe Preſence had been a Check upon t 


French. This would be Neglect in the higheſt 


Degree. The Dutch Miniſter at Paris ſent this 


Advice to the Penſronary. How came our Mi- 
(miſter, at the ſame Court, not to have as good 


Antelligence, or having it, not to ſend it hither ? 
But there is another Conſideration ſtill pe- 
hind ; for if publick Reports did not deſerve 
their Attention; yet they could not be 1gno- 


cant that the Port of Dunkirk was N 

 Leanſe they muſt know, at leaſt ons of the! 

| a know, pa from him the reſt might have 
e Entries at our 


oc n, b Cuftame Houſe 


* 


* That Ships went daily to, and came daily 
from it. Nægled might keep them ignorant of 
the particular Works, by Means whereof. this 
Harbour had been reſtored. But even Negle# 


could not hinder them from knowing that it 


was, in ſome Degree, reſtored; and that, b 
Virtue of two ſolemn Treaties, over the O 
ſervation of which it was their Duty to watch, 
Dunkirk was never to be, in any degree, an Har- 
OY PR Cee, 
..._ Secondly, as the latter Part of the foregoi 
Obſervation bears particularly on the Eides, fo 


7 


— 


1 apprehend that the Obſervation I am about 
& make will be found to bear as hard on the 
Tounger of that Pair of Brothers, who have had 
ſo long the Direction of the Affairs of this 
Kingdom; for the Advices, which the Penfio- 
nary had communicated to our Court, were ſent - 
to the Britiſb Miniſter at Paris by the S—— of 
St—e, on the 4th of April 728, with Orders 
that he ſhould inform himſelf about them, and 
make the proper Repreſentations to the Cardi- 

nal, if he found them true; tho' it was not poſ- 
ſible for us to have any Doubt of the Truth of 
thoſe Facts; concerning which, they might 
have had certain Information from ſo man 

Hands, if their Attention had not been whol- 
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N. B. The Entries of Brand ies from thence 
were increaſed from 600 Tons, in the Tear 1727, 
to abo ve 1600 in the Tear 1729; and the Entries 
of Cambricks from 18,500 balf Pieces, to above 
31,000 half Pieces; and 160 Sail of Shaps, frow | 
20 to 60 Tons, were enter d at the Cuſtom-houje. 

From this Port in the two Tears from 1727 to 
1729. 


is wn 


. 


: n the neceſſary Eſtabl ihment of 


Don Carlos. 


s Anſwer is dated the 29th of April, 
N. S. and it is a curious one indeed. He ſends 

over an Information which agrees, in the main, 
with the Advices received from the P:»fronary ; 
but adds, that the Inhabitants of Dunkirk, had 
ſeen, © ſome Time ago, with equal Surprize 
and Pleaſure, that in one Night their Port 
Vas opened at once, by the Force of an ex- 
* traordinary Tide, which they look'd upon as 


„ a kind of MIA CTLE.“ In this French 


Miracle his Excellency ſeems to believe; and 
therefore moſt cautiouſly propoſes to the Secre- 
tary of State, that a Perſon may be fent to 
Dunkirk to ſee whether what has been done 
there be any thing more than the pure Conſe- 
quence of the Tides, before He ſpeaks to the 
Cardinal in Purſuance of the Orders ſent by 
the D. of M. to him. V 
On the goth of April, the Secretary writes 

to the Ambaſſador again, and ſends him an 
Account, which his Majeſty has received, 
fays the Letter, of the Works which have 
* been carrying on at Dunkirł for the Eſtabliſn- 
4 ment of the Port and Harbour there, from a 
< Perſon of undoubted Credit and Skill in thoſe 
< Affairs.“ The Advices of the Penfionary are 
owned to be true; and every Step which has 
been taken at Dunkirk is declared to be a direct 
Breach of the Treaty of Utrecht, and of the Tri- 


ple Alliance. W — — 1s directed therefore to in- 5 


"Fiſt with the Cardinal, that immediate Orders 
be ſent to ſtop theſe Works, and a Confidence 
is expreſs'd, that the Cardinal will take effec- 
tual Care that every thing be rectified accord- 


ing to the Treaties aboye-mention'd, All this 
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is enforcd by ſome Reaſonings, which would 
Incline one to imagine, that our Miniſters at 
Home might think it neceſſary, at that Time, 
to inſiſt upon the Obſervation of the Treaties. 
But our Miniſter Abroad did not appear 
much convinced of any ſuch Neceſſity; for 
His Excellency's Anſwer to this Diſpatch is 
more extraordinary than the laſt, and even 
than the miraculous Tide, which, it is pretended, ._ 
opened the Harbour of Dunkirk. He writes 
on the 3oth of May; that is, a Month after- 
wards to the D. of N. ſends him ſome Papers, 
received from the Cardinal, relating to our 
Complaints about Dunkirk; takes no Notice 
of any Repreſentations made by him, in Ohe- 
dience to the Orders ſent him; but ſays very 
cooly and very tenderly, that He is no Compe- 
tent Fudge of this Affair, and can ſay nothing to it, 
His Excellency's Temper would almoſt make 
any honeſt Man boſe his Temper; but let us 
examine theſe Paſſages with all the Indiffe- 
rence poſſible. its Er Re an 
7s Information, which he ſent the 
D. of N. agreed with that of the Penſſonary, 
which the D. of N. had ſent him. He knew 
then, by repeated Advices, that it was not the 
Tides, but the inceſſant Labour of the French, 
which had opened the Port, and reſtored the 
Trade of Dunkirk, with all the Circumſtances 
already mentioned: He knew; or he might 
have known, that this miraculous Tide had 
happened eight Years before, long before Mr. 
1 recall'd from Dunkirk, and neither 
had been, nor could be of it ſelf effectual to 
the opening of that Port. This being the Caſe 
(and it is fo moſt exactly) on what Principle 
ſhall we account wow ——'; Doubts, Delays, 
| WM 4 1 
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and the Weight he ſeems to lay. on that im- 
pertinent Story of the Tide? 5 
But this is not the worſt. He holds much 


1 


the ſame Conduct, after he has received a third 
Information, confirming the two former, com— 


from a Perſon of undonbied Credit and Skill, 


1 
believed by the King, and made the Founda- 


tion of poſitive Orders to him to inſiſt on hav- 
ing an immediate Stop given to thoſe Works. 
He was 10 Fudge in this Affair. His Orders 
were not conditional in this Caſe, as in the for- 
mer. Nothing but the greateſt Crtainty, that 
the Advices which the King had received, were 


untruẽ, and that his Majeſty had been deceived 


in them, could juſtify him for delaying one Mo- 
ment the Execution of his Orders. Now, in- 
ſtead of this Certainty, what had he? why he 


had a Paper, drawn up by the Intendant of the 
Marine at Dunkirk; for which, by the way, 
he had ſtayed about a Month; and it happens 


very. unluckily that this Paper, as inconſi- 
ſent, as thuffling, as evaſive, and as imperti- 
nent as it is, owns not only the Truth of 
ſome Particulars, contain'd in the Advices, 
which were the Grounds of Complaint, but 


_ acknowledges exeprſly that ſome Works had 


been made to prevent the Sands from choaking 
up the Harbour. Need JI go about to prove 
that, in Conſequence of the Treaties, the Har- 


| bour 18 to remain choaked up for ever : and that- 
every thing done to prevent that, is an Infrac- 


tion of theſe Treaties, | 

1 proceed, in the third Place, to take not ice 
of Mr. Armſiroyg's Report. This Report is 
is dated at Dunkirk-the 23d of September 1728. 


near four Months after the Tranſactions laſt 
mentioned, and confirms ſufficiently the Truth 


9 of 


; FF _ 
of the Advices received. It takes notice 
of an Extraordinany Tide, which, had demoli- 
ſhed,” in the Month of December, 1720, the 
great Baterdeau or Digue; but it obſerves, that 
the N this Digue was far from open- 
ing the Harbour, ſince the Sand and Earth of 
it, being ſpread by the Flux and Reflux, had 
filfd the Port, Baſin; and Channel, ſo that a 
Boat could not go in from the Seaward.— It 
attributes very juſtly the opening the Harbour 
to the rebuilding the Sluice of Furnes, and 
augmenting. it with a ſecond: Flood · Gate 
It then proceeds to particularige the ſeveral 
other Works which had been made, and afferts- 
that they are. all contrary to expreſs Terms 4 
the Ninth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, an 
allo to the Fourth Article of the Treaty of 
Alliance made at . the Hague the th of Fan. 
1717. Alt afterwards. propoſed different Me- 
thods for reſtoring Things to the State the 
were in, before the French had opened and re- 
paired the Harbour — Thus far all is well; 
but then theſe. Engineers (for Cronſtroom joins 
in the Report with Armſtrong) turn Politicians; 
and having what they judged neceſſary for 
an effectual Compliance with the Treaties, 
they take on them to offer what they judge 
may be expedient, and not repugnant to the 
Intention of the Treaties; and that is, that the 
little Rigolle or; Gut (ſo they pleaſed to call 
it, and ſuch it might be left to the French, 
and in order to — —. it to them, that the 


Sluice, which they had built on the Canal: of 
Furnes, in Violation of their Treat ies, ſhould 
be 2 Wen 3 . * 
his muſt appear a very: odd Opinion; 
eſpecially when it comes from Mr. r 
8 5 N „ 


1 
who was ſo poſitive in the late Queen's Time, 
that the Sluices at Dunkirk were not neceſſary 
to be preſerved, in order to difcharge the Wa- 
ters of the Country; and that if any of theſe 
Stuices remained, it would be impoſſible to pre- 
vent the Harbour from being kept open; whereas, 
if they were all deſtroyed, a ſmall Space of 
Time would effectually fill up the Harbour. 
But ſince that Time, he ſeems to have been 
enlightened by Ricouart, the Intendant of the © 
Marine at Dunkirk; who in the Paper above- 
mentioned, to which this Report refers, had 
undertaken to do, in three Months Time, in 
Mar or Peace, at the Expence of 10,000 Livers, 
and with 100 Vorknen, more than he owned 
had been done at Dunkirk for 4 Years. 
It was right, perhaps, in R:conart to advance 
this extravagant Propoſition ; becauſe it was 
his Buſineſs to furniſh the Cardinal with Are 
guments to oppoſe to our Complaints, but ſure- 
it was not our Buſineſs to build, on this 
N ien, ſuch Maxims as are eſtabliſhed 
in Mr. Armſtrong's Report, and as have had 
too much Prevailency fince. * 
France, it is argued, may, in Caſe of a Rup- 
ture with us, rebuild Sluices, and open thereby, 
the Harobur of Dunkirk and the Channel, as deep 
and as wide as formerly. But this Harbour 
wal be of no Advantage to them, till the For- 
tifications to the Sea are rebuilt; becauſe all 
Ships of War or Burthen were ever obliged, 
when this Place was in the beſt Condition to 
go out into the Road, where they may be 
attacked, as long as the Strand remains un- 
fortified, and there take in their Guns, Pro- 
viſons, &c. Therefore let us armed them to 
dope their Harbour now; that is, becauſe "om 


„„ nl 
will n in Caſe of a Var, reſtore and 

fortify the Fort of Dunkirk again, let us al- 
low them to do part of their Work beforeband; 
Becauſe they will not obſerve the Treaties, 
when they are 10 longer bound by them let us 
connive at their breaking the Treaties whilſt 
they are bound by them. F 
But I muſt not diſmiſs this Point ludicrouſly. 

Mr Armſtrong's Reaſoning, which was ve 
bad. when he firſt made Uſe of it, and 5 
is grown much worſe by what has happened 
ſince (tho there are Men, who ſtill inſiſt upon 
it) is entirely built on ſuppoſing what is in 
Diſpute, or rather what is fully diſproved. - 

For fr ft, it is taken for granted, that in caſe 
of Rupture, the French will be able, in a ſhort 
time, to reſtore this Harbour, notwithſtanding 
all that has been done, or can be done to deftroy 
it. Now this is abſolutely denied by ſeveral 
very knowing Men; and was ſo in a particular 
Manner, by one whole Knowledge can be no 
more diſputed; than his Valour, or his Iitegrity 
and who ſaid in the Houſe that he would un- 
dertake the Digue or Damme might be ſo made, 
as not to be deſtroyed, in two Tears time, with 
all the Expence France could beſtow upon it. 

Secondly, it is aſſerted to be publickly known 
that all Ships, whether of Var or Burthen, 
were ever obliged, when the Haven was at its 
beſt, to go out into the Road, and there take 
jn their Guns, &c. Nou it is publickly known, 
that all Ships of War or Burthen were not for- 
merly, and are not even now under any ſuch 
Neceſſity. There is at preſent Water enough . 
in the Harbour for a Ship of 400 Tons, and the 
Witneſſes had ſeen a Ship ſail out of it with 24 
Guns mounted. The largeſt Men of War, which 
were 


L 28] 
were kept formely on that Station, might be 
obliged to go light into the Road, and there 

take in their Guns, Cc but it 1s evident that 
Ships of Force ſufficient to annoy the Trade of 
Great Britain, and to carry on that of France, 
did formerly, and may now ſail out and in, 
without being obliged to ſtop in the Road. 
. Thirdly, the opening this Port, in the Man- 
ner it has been done, and the erecting a Sluice 
on the Canal of Furnes, tho allowed to be con- 
trary to the expreſs. Terms, is ſuppoſed not to 
be repugnant to the Intention of the Treaties, 
and to the Ends propoſed by them. Now ſurely 
the direct contrary is domonſtratively plain; 
O plain; by the Terms of the Treaty; by the 
Principles over and over laid down, by the 
Arguments over and over employ'd in the Diſ- 
— and Negotiations about this Affair, and 
__ Anally by Mr. Armſtrong's own Opinion for- 
merly delivered, and followed, that 1t is incon- 
ceivable he ſhould report in Contradiction to 
all this ; unleſs a Report was to be made, on 
this Occaſion, in Conſequence of a Meaſure 
reſolved, inſtead of determining the Meaſure, 
In Conſequence of the Report; which I appre- 
hend has been the Caſe, on many Occaſions. |, 
When the French made the Canal of Mar- 
dyke," they cover'd themſelves under the Letter 
of the Treaty; and becauſe they did not re- 


duild the fame individual Moles, Jettees or 


Fortifications, as had been demoliſhed, they 
would have had it underſtood, that they did 
not a& againſt the Words of the Ninth Article 
of the Treaty of Utrecht; which are, »e dia 
Munimenta, Moles, aut Aggeres denuo unquam re- 
ficiantur. Now when they have rebuilt one 
the ſame Sluices ; are repairing the very fame 
Cn. 5 „„ Jettees; 


N 


on the contrary, he inſiſts 


poſed Intention of the Treaties, has been equ 


to chicane about the Spirit o 
vour of the French, more gro 
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ettees; and are, ina Word, reſtoring the ſame 


Individual Port, Harbour, Baſon and Channel; 


we argue, in their Favour, that they do not act 
againſt the Spirit or Intention of the Treaties, 
provided they do not renew the Fortifications 


on the Strand Mr. Armſtrong, in this Report, 


does not indeed allow the repairing the Jettees; 


ceſſity of deſtroying them, even to the Level 


of the Strand; but we ſball ſee that he does lit- 


tle leſs than allow it in a ſubſequent Report; 
ang the ſame of he Tr drawn from the fup- 


inſiſted upon, ſince the Jettees have. been in 


part repaired, and other Works done, Which 


anſwer the ſame Ende. 


_ But to conclude this Obſervation 3 there 
could have been, before the Treaty of 1717, 


any Doubt concerning the Intention of the 


Treaty of Utrecht, as there certainly could not: 
And as his late Majeſty inſiſted very juſtly, 
and very ſucceſsfully, that there could not; 


yet to urge this, after the TH of 1717, 1s 

Treaties, in fa- 
ench, y than they did 
themſelves in their own Favour, when: they 
accepted of the Vi of the late King of Spain, 


"3 . * 


notwithſtanding all the Engagements they” ha 


taken by the Treaty of Partition. The Fourt 


Article of the Treaty of 1717, is a Commen- 


tary 'on the Ninth Article of that of Utrecht. 


Ik, after that, we are ſtill at-liberty to talk of 


the Spirit or Intention of the firſt wy 5 no- 
thing can be ever determined by-an 


Veli 


. 


„ 


R on the Ne- 


ly 


| 1 Treaty. 
The Treaty of 1717 leaves the Canal of Mar- 

dyke in ſuch a State as might ſuffice for carry 

Ing off the Waters, ang admitting at, in 
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: vefiets, that there might be no Excuſe left! | 


opening; in any Degrec, the old Channel, which 


by 


the ſame 
demoliſhed than eve 
choaking of it up 


reaty 


' How can it be ſaid. 


is to be more effectually 
r, in order to the entire 


after 


this, that the T and Eud of this Treaty: 


28 well as of the Former, is not difapf 
by opening this ſame old Channel and 
| bour anew ? Igrow aſhamed of infiting 10 lon 


on a Point fo very clear; and ſhall finiſh i 
That thine could fapprize of afflick 
pre more, than to 5 ſome Perſons, from w horn 


Ri 


keeping open the Harbour of 
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our 
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fr Things might have been gs argue 
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ny Principles, and eſpecially on ſuch as theſe, 
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Ake. 


that 15. is not ag ainſt the 

ntereft of? Great 

_ niſters; who 19 985 com 
allow'd to! Frien 
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, and'to 


tom in a free Government, 
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. as far as It went in Fav 


that they follow d it, in taking effectu⸗ 


of thoſe few 


Favour of Ls 5 tain. 5 
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approved his Mink 


Treaties, nor again 
1 'To excuſe Mi- 
mitted Faults, may be 
particular Oblz 
| 9 5 - but i net, Th hardly be a more 

ancholy Symp 
Hat of excuſing, 
of Minifte 
mo important, ata! Napa ee ges. 
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t our Mivilters did, in Cons 
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in all its Parts. | 


Aire the Miniſter at Paris to inſi ü. 


ings might be rectified according t 
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and the Seeretary of state writes, that this wi 


o much as ry W hether France would be con- 


ter ted with Teſs than Mr. Armſtrong propoſedz, 
for # — having given the Hint, by asking 
whether he ſhquld communicgte the Whole Re- 


Ces, under which they had ſo long preſſed for 


Se P 
Who does nat ſee the Meaning of this An- 
ſwer 2 The Eclat, that is the Noiſe, was als 


ready. made is Great Britain, and in Holland too. 
It was publickly known in both, and pnblickly 


complain'd of, that the French had, in great 
Meaſure, reſtored the Port and Harbour of 
Dunkirk, Surely there could have been no 
Hurt in letting ir be as publickly known, 
that they were deſtroying; at leaſf, a Part of 
what they had done in Violation af the Trea- 


ties. This muſt have helped to hinder, inſtedd 
of making any further Eclat. This muſt have 
done Honour to that Court, and have given 


ſome Colour, if any th ig can give Colour > 
V EY * 2 | | 0 
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give entire Satisfaction. Nay, they would nat 
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ſo improbable a Story, to what has been ſb 
oſten ſaid, and is ſaid, even now, that the 
French Miniſters knew nothing of the Works 
carried on hy the Inhabitants of Dankirk. © 
But the meaning of this Anſwer was plain» 
I to gain Time, We had ſhewn too much 
Haſte in giving up at once, a great Part of 
what they wanted to gain upon us; and they 
were willing to try if they could, by Delay, 
evade performing the ſmall Part of what we 
required of them. . 
I paſs to my fifth Obſervation, which will 
prove that this is no unreaſonable Refinement, 
or raſni Judgment. What I have juſt related 
paſſed in Nov. 1728. From that Time it does 
not appear that the French demoliſh'd, accor- 
ding to Mr. Armſtrong's Report, any of the 
Forks they had made, or that our Miniſters 
pPreſſed them once to it. But tho” they did not 
demoliſh, it appears that they built; for in the WM. 
Month of. May following, a new Alarm comes, 
and our Miniſters are once more called upon 
by the Perfionary, who ſends them Accounts 
Further Works carrying on at Dunkirk, for 
the Improvement of the Harbour. Theſe Ac- 
counts were ſuch, that my Lord 4 
- Jays, in his Letter, the Penfionary gave great 


- ? . | . 
Attention to them. Let us ſee whet Attention 


— 


* 


Ve gave to the. „„ 
They are ſent to the 44 ᷑ͥ t at Paris. 
He communicates them to the Cardinal. The 
Cardinal knows nothing of the Matter; but 
gives general Aſſurances that nothing contrary 
to the Treaties, ſhall be done. Our Complaints 
are tranſmitted from Court to Dunkirk, and 
from thence an Anſwer is returned by the In- 
tendant, acknowledging in the main the Facts | 
1 „ complained | 


N 111 — — —— 
T * * 


complained of, but giving Turns to them 
which one would hardly imagine could paſs, 
even with thoſe who have ſo much Faith in 
their Miracles. Su ch, for Inſtance, as this; 
that a cettain Floodgate had indeed been re- 
; paired, but that it wasone, which had not been 4 
| gemolimed at the Demolition of Dunkirk ; "I 
_ which is true for this Reaſon, that it was not in 
being at the Time of that Demolition, but 
hath been built ſince; ſo that the French Ar- 
ument ftands thus. We do not break the 
Frekties by repairing this Work, but we broke 
them by building it. | „ 
This Anſwer was referred to Mr. Armſtrong, 
who (without any Examination, whether the 
ene Intendant had not palliated and diſguisd 
atters; makes as implicit and favourable a 
Report, as the other could have deſired. 1 
A few Months ago, it was, in his own Opt 
nion, neceſſary to Gre the 'Fettees, which 


- erected, and the Heads of the old Ones, whac! 
had been left, and that even down to the Lev 
of the Strand. Now, the Piles driven at the 
Head of the old Channel, and pretended to be 
deſigned only for Beacons and Moorings, may 
be allowed; provided Care be taken that they 
do not ſerve for the Foundations of Batteries. 
The new Magazines and the new Key are not 
thought of any Inconveniency. All that France 
is doing, and which the Penfionary laid ſo much 
Weight upon, is allowed. The Miniſter at Fa. 
7is hath Orders to ſay fo; But He is to hint, 
at the fame Time, that Care be taken no far- 
ther Works are carried on. He may ſpeak out 
in making theſe Conceſſions to France; but he 
muſt meaſure his Words, and not ſpeak plain, 
hep He mentions what We required, in Re- 
„„ 1 


French King's:expre/s Commands. They 3 
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ns tho', what it We required, in Return, Was 
more than a verbal Aſſurance that Bat, 

Hy uld not be made 5 the Heads of the 

ettees, which Naa them to rel at ths 

Rue of the o d Channel, 

My Sixth Obſervation i is this. Tho- we were 

naw brought Step 1275 he Fenda to ſee and own a Mar 


nifeſt Danger „that ench mi 805 not only 
repair, but fortify or Wat yet 
from che 195570 87 7 Fuly it 80 the W ok s Were 
carried forward there till the Enguiry began in 
Parliament, without, the Knowledge, or with 
the Connivance of our moſt knowin Miſes 
2 of N the, concurring Evidence of 
ane ens that they were carried forward 
= ne ral 19 is Time, with greater A Adder 
and eat Relerye than ever: 1755 Ee aig of 
the Kings Troops be at them; a that | 
Ships wgre preſs'd, 
Stones £0 e e e "Mia a. © 
Alter Ahis 1 it is impolite to. read, wi IF 8 
pan aer a A when, Mr. Pointz a and Mr, 
un trong made the Repreſentations, which 
they were ordered to make, e, tothe French ae 
ters, both the Cardinal and tl Keeper of th 
Seals aſſur d them, that if any thing had Tx 
done tawards rcftoring the i Dunki 0 
40 its former State, or in Contraventian to the 
1 of Utrecht and the Hague, it had been 
one it bout their Knowledge, and ae to the 


byithis Prafęſtation, as ignorant as our 

Were of thi xs dape i in. eee 

With all the Elatfpoſſible; but even i 

Le Cale, is ker bern excvieable in eiche 155 
e A e 5 
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* Fe f, as to the French Miki, Taking 
What they fay, in their own Behalf. for grant- 
ed, that the Inhabitants of Dunkirk Have been 
principally active in what hath been lately don 
there, contrary to Treaties : ; yet can it be fax 
pos'd With the leaſt Appearance of ProBabait; 
that Works of ſuch Importance could be cat- 
| Tied on, for aboye two Years together, without 
any Authority, or Connivance, or even the 
Knowledge of the French Court? Is it, in 
y Degree, credible that the Subjects of an 
ita Prince would dare to make Uſe of his 
Troops, or to prefs Ships 1 into that Service, by 
retended Orders, -_ 9 any real LA 
cence ?—— Can We im imagine that this could 5e 
done under the very Not e, and yet without the 


Privity of the Governor Commandant,” the In- 


tendants and divers other Officers . of the Ma- 


rine, who are obliged to hold a conſtant Cor- 
- reſpondence with the Miniſters at Paris ?—or, 


_ laſtly, can it be pretended, without utting the 
grea eſt Violation on common Senſe and com- 
n Reaſon, that even Cuxioſity itfelf, he 
Fe Principle of all oür Lies would - 
not have prevaid on the Miniſters. op Franck 
to examine 4 this Affair, and gain the beſt 
Informations ab t it, Ny it had „ade! fo Brut | 
an Eclat in England and Holand ? 5 
I uam at a Loſs to, find, in- this Conduct, any 
Proof that They Y carry their Fiddity even to 4 
Nicety ; for it was certainly” incumbent”; on 
eu to be ſo inform'd; fince it was from the 
French Court, and- not from the Inhabitants 
of Dvikirk, that We were to expect and re- 
bers the ſtrict e of the Treaties. 


When the French nifters therefore would 


 mpole on us an A ürance of this Kind, 1⁰ 


5 


TT -: 
void oß all Probability, and at the ſame time 
ive us another Aſſurance of their doing every - 
1 — Teeably to Treaties; will natthe no- 
torious Improbability of the one juſtify our 
ſtrongeſt Suſpicions about the Performance of 
of the other? When there are ſuch couvincing 
Reaſons to queſtion their FVeracity, can we, 
without expoſing our ſelves to the Contempt 
of the whole World, depend entirely on thei? 


7 > 
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24d, As to the inactive Conduct of out 


Ms, from Ful) to February laſt; and in Or- 
der to ſet this Matter in à full Light, let us 

, recal very ſhortly, and place their Whole Pro- 
W 
If we look no farther back than the Yeat 
1727, when the new Sluice on the Canal of 
Furnes was built, it is now about thee Years 

- fince the French have work'd at the Reftora- 
tion of Dunkirk. In this Time our Mrs 
have made three Complaints, and not one of 

_ theſe Complaints hath been made originally on 

_ "their own Motion, and upon Advice of their 
own. The two fir Times, they were. calPd 
on by the Penſſonary, and the laſt Time, they 
were puſh'd on by the Parliament. The Pro- 

.  ceedings on the firſt Complaint ended by al- 
lowing to the French ſome Infractions of the 
Treaties, and by deſiring that others might 
de rectified. This is promiſed, but the Pro- 
miſe is not kept. Inſtead of rectifying what 
had been done, new Works are carried on. 
The Proce 7 on the ſecond Complaint end 

in our acquieſcing to thoſe, new Works, pro- 
vided they are extended no further. Even this 
Promiſe is not kept. The Works are extended 
Farther. All Mankind know it, and complain 

| oO x OE. LI" * „ #3 . 4 x | _ loudly 


183, = 
oudly of it for ſeven Months together, An 
_ Enquiry begins in Parliament. Our Mrs 

are ſurpized and know nothing of the Matter. 
Although they had been diſappointed a. firſt 
Time, they took no care not to be ſoa ſecond. 
I think that I need not explain or enforce 
this any farther, and therefore I ſhall obſerve 
7thly, That as there may be ſome Reafan, ari- 
ſing from that paſt Conduct, to apprehend that 
the French Court may not be quite ſo exact, 
nor ſo expeditious, as we are made to hope, in 
fulfilling even the laſt Promiſe which: they 
have given us, to demoliſh all the Works erected 
contrary to the Freaties; ſo there is great N 5 
likewiſe, ariſing from our paſt Conduct, 
apprehend that they do not Anderen, on Dar 
ſide of the Water, by Works contrary to- the "mn 
Treaties, what we do, and always muſt under- 
ſtand, on this ſide of the Water, by thoſe 
Words; from whence it will follow, that by 
dextrous Management, we have brought the 
_ cleareſt Point in Nature to be intricate; and 
that whereas there never could have been 
Room for the leaſt Diſpute, if the Treaty of 
1717 had been obſerved, in Explanation and 
Moderation of that of Utrecht, our departing _ 
from it may, and mult open a Source of in- 
exhauſtible Chicane. | 
I have already, ſhewn how the Treaty of 
1717 explains the Intention, and moderates 
the Conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht. fo as 
to leave the French no Colonr, either from the 
Letter or Intention of the Freaties, for doing | 
or acting any thing more than what is there 3 
ſpecifically expreſſed; no, not even on account 
Fi e vs the Canals, draining the flat 
9 Countr Y 3 
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Country; or carrying on their Fiſhing, or any 

other Trade. UE Epi pd ws 

U pon this Foot therefore, the Senſe of theſe 
Words (Works contrary to the Treaties ; or Works 

done in Contravention to the Treaties, ) is exactly 
and invariably determined. But the French 

have been artful enough to improve our Com- 

plaiſance for them, 15 as to ſet the Caſe of 
Dunkirłk on quite another Foot; with our 

M. rs Imean; for with the Nation I hope 

and believe that impoſſible to be done. 
On the former Foot, every thing, which hath 
been done at Dunkirk, is directly againſt the 
Letter of both Treaties, and againſt the Inten- 

tion af that of Utrecht, explained by that of 

1717. The Rigolle, or Gut, which Mr. Arm- 

_ ftroug and our Mrs allow the French, by vir- 
tue of their diſpenſing Power, and the Sluice 
on the Canal of Furnes, to keep this Rigolle, 
or Gat open, are as directly and as plainly a- 

gut the Intention of the Treaties, as even 


fortifying the Town, the Harbour and the 
... Strand would be. 5 8 
But, on the other Foot, there is Room for 
Chicane. The French may ſay, (and, no doubt, 
they will fay) that the Intention of Treat ies 
ought to be determined by the Senſe, in which 
the contracting Parties have, by mutual Agree- 
ment, executed them; that as the late King al- 
lowed them to have a Communication from | 
Duxkirk to the Sea, by the Canal of Mardyke ; : 
ſo they have been allowed, at preſent, to have 
the Communication by the old Channel; that 
we did indeed once 1nfift on demoliſhing their 
Reparat ions of the old Jettees ; but that, ſince 
that Time, and on Occaſion of Complaints a- 
bout other Works, made for improving this 
8 „„ 28, 
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Harbour, we have not only expreſly approved 
their making theſe latter Works, but have ta- 


citly conſented to their repairing and ſupply- 


ing the old Jettees, by taking no notice of their 
not deſtroying them, nor of their making o- 
ther Works to hinder as effectually the Flux 


and Reflux of the Tides from choaking up the 


Channel, as the Jettees are deſigned to do; that 
all this, together with our Approbation of the - 
new Key they have made, and the new Maga- 
Zines they have built, ſhew it very evidently 
to have been our Senſe, as well as theirs, that 
the Intention of the Treaties 1s not to deprive 
them of a naked Harbour at Dunkirk, but only 
to hinder them from having a fortified Harbour 
there; that they are far from entertainingany 
ſuch Thoughts; that they carry their àidelity 
even to a Nicety, and have not yet rais'd one ſingle 
Battery on the Strand; till they attempted 
which, we have not the leaſt Reaſon to affirm 
that they act in Contravention to the Treaties. 
This and much more, to the fame Effect, 
may the French ſay, whenever they are preſſed 
in good Earneſt to fulfil their laſt Promiſe, 
agreeable to the juſt Expectations of the Bri- 
t:/þ Nation, Nay, they certainly will inſiſt 
in this Manner, if they were ſo preſſed ; be- 
cauſe whatever Reaſons they may have to 
defire that our preſent Miniſters ſhould con- 
tinue in Power, Tcan hardly perſwade my ſelf 
that they will, for the Sake of the illuſtriou: 
Brothers, undo entirely what they have. done 
at Dunkirk, and fairly lay aſide the Hopes of 
reſtoring that Port, by Degrees and without 
Eclat, to its former Greatneſs and Splendour. 
That there is Reaſon to apprehend ſuch a 
Conduct from them, wr judge by what 


. 
- 


Tae). 
we 5 lately hea from . Dunkirk ;, for it 
is ſaid For Ms,” Laſſels, with ſome French Ok. 
fcers had been to ſound the Water in the 
Harbour and Channel. Now, to what Purpoſe 
can. this be? If we are to ſtand to the I7ea» 
750 we muſt inſiſt that there be no Water; 
at leaſt, no navigable Water at all in the Hare 
Four aud Channel. If we depart from the Trea- 
Ties, Ito, what Purpoſe do we diſpute about a 
5 Foot or two of Water, more or leſs? . 
Ife Queſtion does not turn on ſuch Circum- 
ſtapces to theſe; whether the Port be capable 
of receiving 50 or 100 Ships; whether Ships 
"hy 50% r 500 Tons go into it, or out of it; 
gef the Depth of Water be 14 or 18 or 
Foot, and the like; but ſingly on this, 
whether 1 be made a Port to any Pur poſ e, or 
In any, Degree Whatſoever. 
„Perhaps, we may hear of ſome Jettees, or 
other Works deſtrc ed, and a few Appearances 
of a Demolition; but let it remember'd, that 
nothing can be a Jul Satisfaction and real Se- 
chrity to us, but the reducing Dunkirk once 
more to that Condition, into which it was put 
ertue of the Treaties, and following them 
28 the. ſtated Rule between. us. and France on 
this Head. Let it be remember d likewiſe, 
at. Whatever Wie en we, may obtain, be 
it more or leſs, Will be owing to the Parliamen- 
tar Enquiry, and not to the Care, Vigilance 
and Spirit of thoſe, who, are employ d in the 
Adminiſtration oo 68 
After havin made ſo many Obſervations on 
the Conduct of our Miniſters in this Aﬀair of 
Dunkirk, I am obliged, in Juſtice, to take 
ſome Notice of the chief Argument, by which 
Weit Creatures Endeavour 2 FROM them; 10 
Y [ 0 
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tho many concur to ſcreen them from Cenſure, 
few there are, I think, even amongſt. theſe, 


who preſume entirely to juſtify their, Con- 


duct. 


. 


4 4 


niable Truth, But as Common-place Wit di- 
verts Nobody, who hath any Wit, fo Common- 
Place Maxims impoſe on Nobody, who hath 
Senſe. and Knowledge. 
It is true that digkerent Times and Situat ions 
require that Miniſters of State ſhould both 
ſpeak and act in different Manners; but they 
are never to loſe their Object, altho' they 


change in ſome Meaſure, the Manner of pur- 


ſuing of it. This Object is, or ought always 
to be, the greateſt National Good, to wiſe and 
honeſt Servants of the Publick, all Countries 
will be. abſolutely indifferent, except their 
own and by Conſequence they will neither 
lean to nor from any foreign Intereſt, but as 
that Intereſt is brought nearer to the Intereſt 
of their own Country, or placed in a great Op- 
poſition to it, by the Courſe of Accidents. 


It hath been ſaid then that different Terms | 
and different Situations of Affairs require dif- 
ferent Ways of acting; which is a moſt unde- 


f 


Now, let us apply the Maxim, thus explain | 


ed, to the Conduct of our Miniſters in the Caſe 


of Dunkark. 


That we have ſeen, and do {till ſee, Times 


3 
' 


and Situations, with reſpe& to Great Britain 
and France, very different from thoſe, which 


our Fathers or we beheld, during forty Years, 


is true. It is true therefore, that ſince this Al- 


teration of Times and Situations, a different 
0 1 5 of ſpeaking and acting towards Franca 


hath been requiſite on our Part. But our gene- 


ral Intereſt, with reſpect to France, is only thus 


far 


* 


\ 


\ 


Miniſters have acted accor 
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far changed. Formerly, it was our Intereſt to 


oppoſe all her Meaſures, and to defy her moſt 
exorbitant Power. Tt 1s now become our Inte- 
reſt to have a Communication of friendly Mea- 


ſures and Intercourſe of friendly Offices with 


Her, and, inſtead of defying her reduced Power, 
to be only jealous of its growing again. 
In cultivating therefore the Friendſhip of 
France, and even in avoiding all 'Appearances 
of diſtruſting her, or being jealous of her, our 

ed dune to the Rules of 
good Policy. The French have held the ſame 
Conduct towards us; and this mutual Confi- 
dence and Amity might certainly have been 
productive of much publick Good, without an 


* - . 


particular Inconveniency or Miſchief. It hat 


been fo to France; but it hath not been ſo to 
Great Britain; and the Reaſon of this Diffe- 
rence is plain. The Fench have follow*d the 

Maxim above-mentioned, but without once lo- 
ſing Sight of their national Intereſt. When- 
ever this hath come into Queſtion, they have 


Anſiſted amicably, but they have inſiſted as 
- ſtrongly as ever; Witneſs the Caſe of Santa 


Lucia, that of the * Honours at Sea, and many 
others. Nay, whenever they could acquire 
ſuch a Pretence, as ſeem'd conſiſtent with the 
Terms of Friendſhip, they have artfully enough 
endeavoured to diminiſh our Power, and to 
wreſt from us thoſe Advantages, which they 
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* Above a Mar ago a Lieutenant of an Engliſh 
Man,of War was broke, as it was ſaid, upon the 

Takes of France, for obliging a French Ship 


to Strike, according to bis Inſtructions, as he was 


know 


going out of one of our own Harbour. 


„„ 
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know may ſome time or other, in our Hands; 
be of Detriment to them; Witnels the Part 
which our intimate Friend, the late Duke of 
Orleans, acted in ſupporting the Claim of Spain 
to the Reſtitution of Gibraltar and Minorca; -. 
But I am afraid it will be found that our Mi- 
niſters have ſuffered the Tranſports of Friend- 
ſhip to carry them too far in Favour of France; 
particularly, in the Caſe now before us; for 
which they muſt be confeſs' d inexcufable, not- 
withſtanding the wiſe Apothegm quoted in 
their Behalf; unleſs they can ſhew that, by 
departing from a ſtrict Obſervation of the Trea- 
ties, with reſpect to Dunkirk, they have avoid- 
ed a greater Evil, than the Danger of ſeeing 
this Fort reſtored, is and muſt be reputed; or 
elſe that they have procured to their Country 
a greater Good, than that of keeping Dunkirk 
in the State to which it was reduced, and in 
which it was to continue, according to the 
Treaties. f 26d 
If this ſole Excufe, which can be made for 
our Miniſters, will avail them a little, when it 
comes to be N the Rules of Reaſon; it 
will be quite exploded, when we have Recourſe 
to Experience, and compare the Conduct, which 
was held by our Miniſters, in the Years 1716 
and 1717, with that which hath been held for 
theſe three or four Years, as well as the Situa- 
tion of Affairs, at that Time, with the Situa- 
tion of Affairs during the latter Period. | 
The Purport of the Proviſonal Agreement 
made in 1716, which was inſerted in the fourth 
Article of the Alliance made in 1717, hath 
deen already mentioned. The French were far 
from conſenting eaſily to make this Step; and 
nothing leſs than the Firmneſs which we then 
N x ſhewed, 
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ſhewed, could have forced them to it. I doubt 
not but they would gladly have deſtroyed en- 
tirely the Canal of Mardyke, if they might 
have been permitted to have had that Rigole, 
or Gut (for there appears an Affectation in call- 


ing it any thing but what it is, a Channel) 


which hath been allowed them ſince. The 
Harbour of Dankirk is a Tide-Harbour, and 
therefore liable to much Inconveniency ; but 
this Inconveniency was, in great Meaſure, re- 
medied by the Situation of the old Channel, 
now -7eſto;*d, which runs ſtrait down to the 
Sea from the Harbonr, and hath the Road be- 


fore it, in which Ships may, at all times, come 


to an Anchor, tho” they cannot at all Times 


get into the Port. | 7 
The Canal of Mardyke runs a great Way a- 


bout, and makes an Elbow, before it can de- 
. feend to the Sea; and when it comes there hath 
no Road acrofs the Entrance of it; for which 
Reaſon Dunkirk, can never be of that Advan- 
tage to France, and of that Danger to us, with 


this opening of the Sea, as with the other. 
The late King therefore conſented, as is ob- 
ferved above, to leave the Canal of Mrdyke, 


reduced according to the Terms of the Pro- 
o1fional Agreement; bu 


t He was ſos far from 


— 


giving the leaft Wayto any thing, that might 


tend to open the old Channel, that he exprefly 


ſtipulated the doing of every thing neceſſary 


for the further, and more compleat Deſtruction of 
zt. Thus We: fee the Difference between our 


former aud our latter Conduct. TI et us conft- 


der how we ftood, at that time, with France 

zul what was the general! Situation of our 
Afﬀairs. 5 8 22 +: 1 5 | — N Ko 3 5 * . 2. ; * 
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Me were then as cloſely united with France 
as we are now, and the Maxims of cultivating 


this Union prevailed as ſtron ly in our Coun- 
cCils. A Storm from the North, was then much 
more to be feared than 0. The late Czar's 
Grandfather was then alive. The famous King 
of Sweden was alive likewiſe, - How we ſtood 
with thoſe Princes, and what we had to ap- 
prehend from their Intrigues, and from their 
Arms, I need not explain. At Home there 
was ſome Remains of a Rebellion not totally 
extinguiſh'd, and a Facobite Party ſtill in being. 
The Swediſh Plot againit the Government was 
carrying on at that time. Alberoni was ripen- 
ing his formidable Schemes, which he began 
to execute in 1717, and we were, in Concert 


with France, taking Meaſures to oppoſe them. 
Let me ask now any Man, of common In- 


genuity, whether an Argument, drawn from 


the Situation of Affairs, to excuſe ſome Com- 
pliances with France, might not have been 


urged with a better Grace àt that Time, than 


it could be urged for the ſame Purpoſe now ? 


He will certainly anſwer that it might; and 
yet it is urged naw, not to excuſe ſome little 
Complaints, but to excuſe what has been done, 
in direct Contradiction to the Treaties, and 
for giving up to France a great Part of the 
Advantage and Security, which We were in 


Poſſeſſion of by them. % 


This Difference of Conduct is therefore not 
to be accounted for by the Difference of Times 
and Situations. It is to be accounted for by 


nothing, but- by the Difference of Men. We 


had then other Miniſters at Home to give In- 
ſtructions, and another Miniſter at Paris to 
execute them. The Times and our Situation, 
5 J1J˖;— . 


— 


EE. in the Years 1716 and 1717, were not more 
_ favourable to us than the Times and our Situa- 
tions inthe Years 1727, 1728, 1729; and our 
1 national Intereſt, with Reſpe& to Dunkirk, 
_ hath been exactly the ſame in both; but the 
Miniſters had not then negotiated themſelves 
11 into an abſolute Dependance on France, but 
learned, perhaps, a Leſſon, that it is much 
mamore eaſy and profitable to evade a Parliamen- 
_— . 7 uy Enquiry, that to govern well at Home, and 
i  _ toſupport the Intereſts, the Honour, and the 
Diznity of the Nation Abroad © 
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R EAT MAN 


Lea the Great Man himſelf is Great, 
becauſe of the Greatneſs of bis Power ; 
which like the Wind with gentle Gales, wafts 

ſome into a ſecure Haven, and with the Vio- 
lence of the Hurricane, ploughing up the Bil- 
lows of a laſhed and enraged Ocean, ſinks, 
founders, ſhivers, ſplits and thipwrecks others, 
in ſight of Harbour: It is dangerous, ſays the 
Proverb to rouſe a ſleeping Lyon; but what is 2 
ſleeping Lyon to a Great Man! alas! but as 
the Crack of a Child's Pop-Oun to the roaring 
of a Great Gun; the Prick of a Needle to the 
Stab of a Portugueſe Stiletto; the barking of a 
Village Cur to the Shake of an Engliſh Maſtiff ; 


(3 R E A T is the Power of a Great Man! 


and the daily Fxecutions made on a Taylors 


Shop-board, to a General Maſſacre of all true 

M Proteſtants. - But to what may we not liken 
a Great. Man He's the Fore-horſe of a Team, 
which drags a heavy loaded Wagon; he's the, 


* v. 


* 
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Moat of a great Houſe, with a muddy Bottom; 
he's an empty But, which roars with the leaſt 


Stroke; A Bugg, venemous where he bites, 


ed , he's a Spunge which ſucks up all about him, 
a Scavenger's Cart-horſe, maintained by dirty 
work; a Hound in a tick Kennel, who is par- 


3 


ty coloured, and a Prey to the Vermine which 


Pang about him, a crooked River, where there 


block to his Superiors ; a Thunder-Storm to 
his Dependants; an Ink Glaſs, black and brit- 


ile; a Waterman that looks one Way and rows 


is à Reach for Wind of the Compaſs\, a Horſes | 


another; a Mole that works under ground; a 


dead Horſe, a Dainty to Dogs, and à Stink in 


the Noſtrils of Men; a thatch'd Roof, that is 


beeonſe a Cover to Thieves and Beggars; a He- 


brew Book to be read backwards; a Fairy's Stir» 
rup, confuſed and entangled; an Triſh/Bogg, 
where there's no [ſure footing; he's a Knife in 
à Butcher's Hand, which cuts the Throat f 
the Innocent and Defenſeleſs; he's a Troop of 


German Horſe, 'whoſe-Whiskers frighten the 


Coward, and ALE a Jeſt to the brave 3 he's a 
Quartern of Gin, which preys upon the Vital-; 


he's 2 St. 'F ames's Evening Poſt, that hates A 


LTE; hes T 
Vos may pick till you're hungry; he's a Wo- 
man with Child, and longs for al 


he 


111 for ſees; he's 
an Earthquake, and ſwallows up whole Cities y 


he's a Regiment of French "Dragoons at Diſ> 
cretion ; he's a Spaniſh Inquiſition to theſe he 

| ſuſpects 3 and an Italian Husband, as Jealous 

_ of a Rival in Power, ds the other, of the Af 
fections of his Wife. To ſome he's a Phial of 

Aſa fetida, and will bring them out of a Le- 

05 thergy ; to others à Poſe of R | 
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them into a Doze; he's a Muſician, to his 
Prince he plays on the Viol d' Amore, to Ries 
Fellow: Subjects, on the Hurdy-Gurdy). To 
neighbouring States he's an A in a Lyons 
Skih, and never brays, but he gets a Cudgel- 
ing; for among the very fem Things he cant 


a imitate, 18 the Ly on's Roar he is Fawkes the 15 ; 
5 Juggler, -and when you think he's going to 


draw his Sword, whips out his Purſe, and, con- 
trary to other Folks, gives moſt when hes in 
a Paſſion; he's a Phyſiognomiſt, and can tel! 
a Man his Fortune by his Looks; he's a mad 
Doctor, and with a ſurprizing Art can tranſ- 

form a Man of Senſe into à Perſon diſtracted; 
he's an Adept, and can turn Braſs into Gols? 


nay,” what the Adepti never pretended to, hne 


can make Gold of Hay; he's a Prometheus, and 
can make a MA M; he's an excellant Divine, 
and able to inſtruct a whole Bench of B- 
he's a Plamb-pudding; he's a Badger, and is 
always under the Shelter of a: Hill; he's 2 
Pike, aud grows in Proportion to the Number 
of Small Fiſh he devours; he's a Tinker, and 
makes more Noiſe with his Paſs Kettle than 


Work with his Hammer; he's a great Lover f 


Unity, for he'd be the only one, where an 
Thing's to be got; he's ſo great a Keeper: f 
Secrets, that his Services are a Secre to a whole 
Nation; he's a Box of Ande7ton's Pills, a bit= + 
ter Purge; A Collar-maker, and has an excel- 
lent Hand at faying , a great Sea Officer, and 
can command an United Fleet at Anchor; a” 

Conjuror, and can foretel the Riſe and Fall of 
Stocks; a Jack in a Lanthorn, ſure to lead his 


Followers into Briars and Hulgnires; a Robin 


Good-fellow, who whips the Cream off the 
Milk, and lavghs at the Dairy- Maid; Lb 
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of Bacon, better for Hanging; an Ob- 
ſerver of ald Proverbs, for his Charity begins 
and ends at Home; à Quack Doctor, who by 


curing one Diſeaſe, lays the Ground of another; 
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o almirable an Algebraiſt, that withour plus 
or minus, with two Words SECRET 
SERVICES he can fatisfy a whole Peo- 
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Front; he's a Contradiction to the Maxim; 
Nil dat quod non habit ; and tho he's a Fool 
himſelf, he is the Cauſe of Vit in others; he's 
a Wind Cholick fretting the Bowels of the 
Nation; he's a Buzzard, who, tho he foars 
high, will ſtoop to a Mole, but it is to prey 
upon him; he's a Pack of Cards in the Hands 
of French Sharpers; he's a Norfolk Dumpling, 
lies hard and heavy on the Stomachs of the 

People; he's a bluſtering Wind, and would 
blow our 7 CAPS off; he's a Coal-black 
Foak, that is, the ſtanding Feft of the Mob; 
he's a Rick of new Hay, dry without, ina 
ſmoaking Reek within; he's a Bottle of ſmall 
Beer, weak and frothy; he's the Viper in the 
Smith's Shop, ſpends his Rage on the File, 
and bathes his own Jaws in Blood. he's a cer- 
tain Thing, which inks the more for ſtirring; 
he's an excellent Engineer, and in an Inſtant 
can demoliſh a Harbour which ſome Thouſands 
had been for ſome Months repairing; he's an 
Atlas, for he has all the World upon his Back; 
he's a Fox in a Farmer's Yard; he's a hunt- 
ed Beaver, and to fave his Hide, gives his 
Jeſticles; he's a Back-wind Crack and Stink, 

a Glow-worm, that maks a Shew of Fire with- 
out Heat; a Pariſh Nurſe, who farves thoſe. 
he ought to rear; he's a Mouſe with one Hole 
ſtop that, he's loſt; ce un pauvre ſouris qui 
Ya qu un tron; and he ſtrictly verifies the Pro- 
verb. In ſhort, he may perhaps be compar'd 
to the Swan, and the ſinging his Dirge at a 
prove Place, would be the {weeteſt Muſick 


is Country ever heard. 
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1 A Cap was the Badge of Honour among the, - || 


Romans. IE SY | 
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